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Shldent winners: Students
of Sahyadri College of Engi-
neering and Management
have bagged first and second
place in Srishti, a state-level
project exhibition held at
RVCE, Bengaluru. Over 500
projects were exhibited from
‘various engineering colleges
all over Karnataka. Akshay
Kumar and Ashish won first

place in aptitude engine,

final Y&é%l’ojdct.second- -
‘place was won in devel-
opment of green concrete to
control global warming, which
was desgined by Jeethan
Grinal Rodrigues, Priya S
Javalgi, Shivkumar and Rosh-
an S Dhawde. |
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BBengalury

FOLLOWING protests from
various student representa-
tives, Visvesvaraya Technologi-
cal University (VTU) has de-
cided to postpone exams for all
even semesters that were sched-
uled to begin next week.

In a note, the varsity said
that final year BE exams, sched-
uled to start from June 5, will
now begin on June 12. All other
semester exams will commence
on June 23. The exam timetable
will be announced on June 3.

This came after a press meet
with Dr Karisiddappa, Vice-
chancellor of VTU. Since VTU
delayed the release of odd se-
mester results further delaying
revaluation, students from var-
ious colleges staged protests
across the state on Tuesday and
Wednesday. They had argued
that the university had put stu-
dents in a fix as they would be
forced to pay for next semester
exams even without knowing
the results of revaluation.

Karisiddappa attributed the
delay in processing results to
the introduction of a new sys-
tem to avoid outsourcing. This
resulted in a number of techni-
cal glitches and left the varsity
with a shortage of manpower.

While evaluation of scripts
usually begins a week follow-
ing the exam and results are
announced two weeks later,
this time, scanning of answer
scripts began only a week after
exams. This led to a delay in

FINAL SEMESTER
RESULTS TODAY

This year, the university
received a total of 1,08,000
applications for revalvation,
out of which 25,000 scripts
are of those from 7th and 8th
semesters. The V-C said these
are being evaluated on a
priority basis as these are
students who are due for
completion of course and
eligible for jobs. The results for
these semesters would be
released by Friday.

Q

We Introduced a new set of rules
for evaluation and ensured that
only those lecturers with five
years of teaching experience
evaluated answer scripts. All
these led to the delay

Dr Karisiddappa, VTU V-C

evaluating odd semester an-
swer scripts.

“We had to develop the soft-
ware on our own. All the out-
sourced manpower was re-
moved. We introduced a new
set of rules for evaluation and
ensured that only those lectur-
ers with five years of teaching
experience evaluated answer
scripts. All these led to the de-
lay,” he said.

He said that previously, there
were complaints that sheets in
the answer scripts went miss-
ing at the time of evaluation or
scanning. To address this issue,
each sheet was bar-coded this
time. Changing to the new sys-
tem also meant that the details
of 24 lakh students had to be
imported to their software from
the NIC. In the process, Karis-
iddappa said, the details of
those candidates who either
changed streams or colleges
was not copied by the system.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaluruy

THE Visvesvaraya Technological University
(VTU) has hiked the affiliation fee of engi-
neering colleges in an attempt to generate
more revenue. It has been hiked at least two
times the existing fee.

Addressing reporters here on Thursday,
Vice-chancellor Karisiddappa said that only
the affiliation fee of colleges was hiked and
that there was no hike in tuition fees for stu-
dents. The permanent affiliation fee for ap-
plication has been increased from 1,000 in
2016-17 to 2,000 for 2017-18. The fee to start a
new engineering and architecture college has
been hiked from 21 lakh to 23 lakh and %5 lakh
respectively. The hike is steeper for autono-
mous colleges. The application fee has been
increased from 210,000 to ¥30,000 while the
processing fee has been increased from 2.5
lakh to ¥5 lakh. Charges for Local Inquiry
Committee or monitoring has been hiked
from %25,000 to 21 lakh. Karisiddappa said the
varsity generates at least 110 crore from af-
filiation fee per year. At present, he said the
varsity did not have a cash crunch as it has a

fee to shore up revenue
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Exam fee

Students had
protested against
a sudden hike in
the examination
fee from 2540 to
21,300 this year.
Reacting to this,
the VC said that
there was no
question of rolling
it back as there
has been no hike
in exam fee since
1998. |
Refund |
Several students
have paid the fee
for re-exam out of
fear that they
might not pass
after revaluation.
However, if such

balance of ¥30 crore. VTU needs 26 crore eve-  students pass
ry month for maintenance and paying salary ~ post-revalvation,
to its staff. He said the funds are insufficient their re-exam fee ||
to support any research and development. will be returned.
VTU’s balance sheet i
Year Exam fee collected (cr) Amount spent (2cr) |
2014-15 85.55 88.22 d
|
2015-16 78.6 79.65 ‘
2016-17 82.67 84.29




